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Reviewing  the  archives  of  a Yearly  Meet- 
ing can  be  exciting  especially  when  you  were 
a participant  in  many  of  the  events  that  are 
recorded  there.  When  it  was  suggested  that 
the  21st  anniversary  of  the  first  annual  ses- 
sion was  an  appropriate  occasion  to  review 
the  past  twenty  years  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, I decided  to  read  through  the  early  docu- 
ments and  the  minutes  of  all  the  annual  ses- 
sions. It  has  been  a rewarding  undertaking. 

Births  provide  singular  opportunities  for 
reflection  and  pondering.  Fritz  Kunkel  has 
suggested  that  every  birth  of  the  spirit  is  a 
virgin  birth.  (See  Creation  Continues,  NY: 
Scribner’s,  1947,  pp.  31-33.)  One  would  ven- 
ture the  affirmation  that  the  birth  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  was  fathered  by  the  move- 
ment of  the  Eternal  Spirit. 

Among  its  earthly  parentage,  Howard 
Brinton  may  be  credited  as  PYM’s  grand- 
father, for  it  was  he  who  fathered  the  Pacific 
Coast  Association  of  Friends  which,  in  turn, 
gave  birth  to  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Eu- 
banks Carsner  by  his  leadership  in  prompt- 
ing the  Riverside  Meeting  to  circulate  the 
important  letter,  “To  the  Non-Pastoral 
Friends’  Meetings  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Area,”  (Friends  Bulletin,  May,  1946),  may 
properly  be  designated  the  “herald”  of  the 
forthcoming  birth.  As  suggested  by  Howard 
Brinton,  from  a letter  filed  in  the  archives, 
Phillip  Wells  served  as  a “modernized  mid- 
wife” for  the  Yearly  Meeting’s  birth.  He  was 
ably  assisted  by  Edwin  Sanders,  editor  of 
the  Friends  Bulletin.  The  late  beloved  Vern 
James  was  on  hand  to  “christen”  the  newly 
bom  in  his  capacity  as  the  first  Clerk  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  first  organizational  stirring  toward 
establishing  a Yearly  Meeting  was  taken  at 
the  1944  session  of  Pacific  Coast  Association 
when  a committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
the  matter  of  forming  a Yearly  Meeting.  At 
the  1945  session  Robert  Dann,  reporting  for 
the  committee,  stated  that  while  the  newer, 
unaffiliated  Meetings  were  eager  to  move 
forward,  the  older  Meetings,  already  affil- 
iated, had  “not  yet  indicated  the  same  con- 
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cern.”  The  committee  was  asked  to  continue 
its  work  for  another  year.  In  February  of 
1946,  Riverside  Meeting  decided  to  send  its 
letter  which  proposed  an  association  of 
Monthly  Meetings  for  a primary  purpose  of 
recognizing  newly  formed  Meetings  and  pro- 
viding affiliation  for  already  established  in- 
dependent Meetings.  Allowance  was  to  be 
made  for  dual  membership  of  Meetings 
holding  other  affiliations  if  they  desired  to 
retain  same. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1946,  at  the  16th 
annual  session  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Associa- 
tion held  in  Pasadena,  the  report  of  the  Or- 
ganization Committee  was  adopted  author- 
izing the  formation  of  the  “Pacific  Coast 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends.”  Those  Monthly 
Meetings  which  ratified  the  report  would 
send  delegates  to  meet  in  the  first  annual 
session  in  August,  1947.  In  the  archives  was 
found  an  unsigned,  undated  three-page  m.' 
uscript  of  scratch  paper  with  the  headii.. 
“A  Suggested  Minute  to  be  adopted  by  the 
P.C.A.F.”  It  proposed  an  association  to  be 
called  “The  Pacific  Coast  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Friends.”  It  has  now  been  ascertained  that 
this  draft  minute  was  composed  and  written 
by  Howard  Brinton  at  the  Pasadena  gather- 
ing of  the  Association.  It  is  a pleasure  to 
announce  that  yesterday,  in  commemoration 
of  this  21st  anniversary  of  the  first  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  annual  session,  Howard 
Brinton  signed  this  document. 

Lest  it  be  mistakenly  thought  that  all  was 
“sweetness  and  light”  in  those  formative 
months,  it  should  be  pointed  out  there  were 
many  fears  and  misgivings  concerning  the 
proposed  new  organization.  It  was  feared  it 
might  take  on  the  power  to  legislate  for 
and“tax”  Monthly  Meetings.  No  such  au- 
thority was  to  be  so  delegated  to  it.  Vem 
James,  the  Clerk  of  the  Association,  was 
well  aware  of  this  concern  and,  under  man- 
date from  the  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  concurred 
in  this  limitation.  San  Francisco,  at  first, 
saw  no  need  for  a change  in  the  Association, 
fearing  a larger  burget  would  be  entailed  in 
any  such  change. 

But  the  act  of  faith  was  consummated  on 
the  16th  day  of  August,  1947 — twenty-one 
years  ago  to  this  exact  date — when  twelve 
Monthly  Meetings,  having  agreed  to  assoc- 
iate themselves  in  a Yearly  Meeting,  ap- 
proved through  their  representatives  the  Or- 
ganization Committee’s  Report.  Thus,  at 
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Palo  Alto,  California,  at  the  17th  annual 
session  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of 
Friends,  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  met  for 
the  first  time.  (The  word  “Coast”  had  been 
dropped  from  the  earlier  proposal.)  The  new 
Yearly  Meeting  and  the  Association  met  in 
concurrent  session;  their  officers  were  iden- 
tical. The  record  shows  (printed  Supplement 
to  the  Minutes,  1947)  the  “charter”  Monthly 
Meeting  members  of  PYM  to  be:  Vancouver, 
University  (Seattle),  Berkeley,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Palo  Alto,  College  Park  (San  Jose), 
Tracy,  Orange  Grove  (Pasadena),  Friends 
House  (Los  Angeles),  Riverside,  Mexico 
City,  and  Honolulu. 

The  Report  of  the  Organization  Commit- 
tee included  a statement  of  the  “Basis  of 
Unity”  and  the  organizational  structure  and 
was  printed  as  adopted  by  the  1947  session 
as  a Supplement  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting.  In  this  form  it  remained  the  “char- 
ter” of  PYM  until  a separate  Handbook  was 
approved,  printed,  and  circulated  in  1952. 
Incidentally,  recalling  the  fears  of  an  en- 
larged budget,  the  first  finance  report  indi- 
cated expenses  of  less  than  $200! 

The  Closing  Minute  by  the  Clerk,  Vern 

>mes,  concluded  with  these  words: 

•Ve  have  met  in  great  unity.  Out  of  this 
^ aity  has  come  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting; 
the  fruition  of  years  of  hopes  and  labor. 
This  new  organization  within  the  Associa- 
tion offers  us  another  opportunity  to  in- 
crease this  vital  unity  and  to  work  more 
effectively  in  the  service  of  God. 

(to  be  continued) 
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FROM  THE  YEARLY  MEETING 

EXECUTIVE  MEETING 

I Time  and  Place  of  Meeting 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  March  16  and  17,  1968  at 
8:45  a.m.  at  the  Friends  Center,  2160  Lake  Street, 
San  Francisco. 

II  Membership 

All  Yearly  Meeting  officers  except  the  Reading 
Clerk;  clerks  of  regional  meetings;  chairmen  of 
all  standing  committees  and  chairman  of  the 
Arrangements  Com.mittee. 

III  Agenda 

1.  Preparation  for  the  Yearly  Meeting  sessions 
in  1968  including  a tentative  time  schedule. 

2.  Consideration  of  (a)  matters  which  may  come 
from  the  regional  m.eetings  and  Yearly  Meet- 
ing Committees  and  (b)  problems  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting. 

3.  Appointm.ent  of  an  Agenda  Committee. 

4.  Recommendations  to  Representative  Com- 
mittee. 

5.  Specific  items  on  the  agenda  include  reports 
from 

(a)  An  ad  hoc  committee  on  the  printing  of 
Yearly  Meeting  Minutes. 

(b)  A sub  committee  on  a Yearly  Meeting  re- 
ligious educator. 

(c)  A coordinator  for  Junior  Yearly  Meeting. 

(d)  Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee  in  regard 
to  a worker  in  Vietnam. 

IV  Hospitality  Arrangements: 

Madge  Seaver 

Friends  Center 

2160  Lake  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(752-7766  or  465-1375,  area  code  415) 

PLEASE  SEND  TO  THE  CLERK:  Copies  of  reports 
and  any  other  items  which  should  be  on  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  or  Yearly  Meeting  agendas,  such  as 
requests  for  interest  groups. 

FRIENDS  WORLD  COMMITTEE  AND 
THE  MONTHLY  MEETINGS 

Out  of  North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting  co.me  some 
suggestions  of  “ways  and  means  of  promoting  work 
of  the  World  Committee  in  each  local  meeting.” 
These  are  forthwith  printed  for  the  attention  of  PYM 
Monthly  Meetings. 

1)  Encourage  each  local  meeting  to  use  one  or 
more  of  the  official  FWCC  representatives  on  spe- 
cial programs  during  the  year. 

2)  Use  reports  of  the  World  Conference  as  they 
appear  in  the  various  Quaker  publications. 

3)  Encourage  correspondence  with  individuals 
who  were  entertained  by  Monthly  Meetings  as  they 
travelled  to  and  fro.m  the  World  Conference. 

4)  Make  special  preparation  for  and  use  of  the 
official  report  of  the  Fourth  World  Conference  when 
it  is  available.  (See  page  6.) 

5)  Discuss  ways  and  means  of  financing  the  work 
of  FWCC  — a wider  distribution  of  FRIENDS 
WORLD  NEWS  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
regular  contributors. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  representatives  on  the 
Friends  World  Committee  are:  Nina  Lawrence  (Uni- 
vresity),  Charies  Cooper  (Santa  Barbara),  Clifford 
Maser  (Corvallis),  Hazel  Legge  (Vancouver),  Michael 
Ingerman  San  Francisco). 

* 

FRIENDS  WORLD  NEWS  is  published  three  times 
a year  and  is  sent  to  those  who  contribute  a mini- 
mum of  two  dollars  towards  the  work  of  the  FWCC. 
Write  Friends  World  Committee,  152-A  N.  15th  St., 
Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 
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MEDITATION-ACTION  GROUPS 

We  are  persuaded  that  the  inhumanity  of  man  to 
man  which  increasingly  characterizes  our  civiliza- 
tion does  not  derive  primarily  from  any  inherent 
demonic  nature  afflicting  men  of  power;  rather, 
from  genuine  moral  dilemmas  in  which,  as  we  look 
deep  enough  into  our  own  lives,  we  all  find  our- 
selves enmeshed. 

Arnold  Toynbee  predicts  that  in  “democratic” 
and  “communist”  countries  alike  totalitarianism 
will  for  some  time  yet  continue  to  increase  and 
become  more  oppressive  because  of  the  continuing 
complications  and  moral  dilemmas  brought  on  by 
an  exploding  technology  which  is  either  tragically 
out  of  hand  or  in  the  hands  of  “sorcers’  apprentices” 
turning  on  what  they  don’t  know  how  to  turn  off 
(of  which  nuclear  weapons  may  not  be  the  most 
important  instance,  and  certainly  not  the  last).  The 
present  rate  of  technological  growth  is  simply  too 
great  for  the  humane  and  democratic  processes  de- 
veloped to  this  point. 

We  are  much  more  concerned  with  this  continu- 
ing “turning  on”  of  uncontrolled  technology  by  the 
adult  community  than  we  are  with  the  turning-on 
our  young  people  are  experimenting  with,  especial- 
ly where  the  latter  is  a genuine  search  for  the  very 
moral  bearings  needed  in  a moral  chaos  not  of 
their  own  making.  And  it  is  no  wonder  that  our 
young  people  are  floundering.  The  technological 
revolution  pursued  without  moral  maturity  leaves 
us  all  morally  blinded,  deeply  confused  and  fright- 
ened, and,  like  Archimedes,  without  ground  for  our 
fulcrums  other  than  outmoded  moral  codes  and 
scattered  consciences. 

Therefore  we  feel  called  upon  to  renew  our  efforts 
to  search  out  and  join  with  “that  of  God”  in  every 
man;  not  only  with  those  commonly  considered  our 
“enemies,”  but  with  those  in  political,  economic, 
scientific  and  youthful  power  in  the  world:  who 
are  so  often  making  enemies  of  others  because  they 
are  overwhelmed  and  frightened  by  the  responsi- 
bilities and  confusions  which  escalating  technologi- 
cal power  thrusts  upon  them. 

But  we  shall  not  have  the  unselfish  moral  re- 
sources needed  to  do  this  unless  we  become  much 
more  skilled  and  self-disciplined  than  we  are  now. 
The  art  of  developing  such  resources  is  the  art  of 
meditation  at  the  best.  Mostly  we  have  only  dabbled 
in  meditation.  Now  we  must  concentrate  on  it,  be- 
come skilled  in  it:  not  to  the  exclusion  of  discussion 
and  other  action,  but  as  stimulator  and  guide. 

We  therefore  are  directinng  this  appeal  and  en- 
couragement to  those  persons  anywhere,  but  par- 
ticularly in  Monthly  Meetings,  who  feel  that  this 
message  speaks  to  their  condition.  We  suggest  meet- 
ing regularly  for  action-seeking  meditation:  medi- 
tation directed  at  so  reforming  our  personalities  and 
characters  that  our  practical  lives  get  transformed 
as  well,  so  that  we  can  increasingly  really  reach 
that  of  God  in  every  man.  It  is  hoped  that  such 
meditation-action  groups  will  share  their  exper- 
iences with  each  other  and  with  other  Friends. 

PEACE  COMMITTEE 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
* * 

PARL  WELCH  (Santa  Monica)  filed  suit  in  De- 
cember in  U.S.  District  Court  against  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  charging  that  an  order  blocking 
his  attempt  to  send  $2000  worth  of  medical  supplies 
to  North  and  South  Vietnamese  noncombatants  is 
unconstitutional.  He  contends  that  refusal  of  a li- 
cense deprives  him  of  the  “use  of  enjoyment  of  pro- 
perty” in  violation  of  the  Fifth  Amendment  to  the 


Constitution  as  well  as  of  freedom  of  religion  anl 
expression. 

it  it  -k 

THE  GROWING  SOCIETY 

In  October  an  ad  was  placed  in  the  Blue  Moun- 
tain Eagle  of  John  Day,  Oregon  signed  by  21  people, 
urging  the  merchants  of  Grant  County,  Oregon  not 
to  sell  war  toys  for  the  Christmas  season  and  ap- 
pealing to  everyone  to  choose  some  other  kind  of 
gift.  It  was  repeated  in  November  with  an  addi- 
tional 18  more  signatures.  This  ad  was  initiated  by 
Ted  Merrill,  of  the  John  Day  Worship  Group  (four 
adult  attenders),  and  when  he  and  Betsy  and  their 
children  came  over  to  Whllamette  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing in  November,  driving  seven  hours  each  way 
to  do  it,  they  mentioned  it.  Betsy  Merrill  subse- 
quently wrote  the  Bulletin  a letter  which  is  here- 
with printed  as  an  example  of  growth  in  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends. 

“Enclosed  is  the  ad — 39  names  is  a small  number, 
but  for  a country  of  7800  it  seems  quite  large,  if 
you  look  at  its  percentage. 

“In  John  Day,  the  Society  of  Friends  is  an  enigma 
— a curiosity.  And  so,  because  of  our  experience 
in  Quarterly  Meeting,  we  have  decided  to  add  our- 
selves to  the  Church  Directory  and  choose  a more 
central  place  for  our  worship,  with  the  approval  of 
the  other  two  worshippers.  Therefore  we  will  in 
the  future  be  meeting  in  the  waiting  room  of  my 
husband’s  office  at  112  N.  Canyon  Blvd.  with  a 
discreet  sign  announcing  this  in  the  window.  We 
find  ourselves  becoming  so  exclusive  that  our  dif- 
ferentness goes  rather  unseen  unless  we  surge  into 
the  local  paper  with  some  quaint  project  like  the 
war  toys  ad  or  a letter  to  the  editor  about  an  edi- 
torial castigating  ministers  for  joining  in  Peace 
Marches.  We  also  felt  that  we  might  be  denying 
this  approach  to  worship  to  many  who  might  need 
it,  by  staying  out  of  the  center  (Ed:  previously  this 
small  group  met  in  each  others’  homes.) 

Other  than  our  placards  (“KEEP  VIETNAM 
GREEN”)  and  this  we  haven’t  done  much  except 
counsel  our  two  CO’s  and  send  CCCO  materials  to 
a young  man  in  La  Grande,  Oregon  who,  being 
very  intelligent,  applied  for  CO  status  with  a care- 
fully prepared  portfolio  and  was  thereby  classified 
I-O.  Our  only  claim  in  this  is  that  we  happened  to 
have  the  material  and  happened  to  hear  he  wanted 
to  register  as  a CO  and  sent  it.” 

* * * * 

THE  SECOND  MILE 

It  may  well  be  that  sick  societies  like  sick  indi- 
viduals produce  their  own  antibodies  and  that  the 
social  sicknesses  of  our  times  are  producing  health- 
restoring antibodies.  For  a remarkable  company  of 
committed  people  is  emerging — people  who  are 
finding  new  ways  to  speak  truth  to  power,  boidiy 
but  with  compassion.  Many  are  in  their  teens  and 
twenties;  but  also  people  of  all  ages  are  being  re- 
born to  a new  vision  and  committing  their  lives  to 
new  directions.  By  and  large  they  are  not  from 
established  churches  nor  from  Friends  Meetings, 
although  their  commitment  often  seems  to  me  to  be 
fundamentally  religious  and  grounded  in  the  inner 
light,  which  is  frequently  sought  and  clarified  in  the 
manner  of  Friends.  Many  are  “drop-outs” — from 
college,  from  militarily  or  materially-oriented  occu- 
pations, or  from  jobs  which  they  see  as  essentially 
irrelevant  or  destructive  to  the  real  needs  of  their 
fellow  men  and  themselves.  In  a sense  they  are 
revolutionaries,  though  most  of  them  don’t  think  of 
themselves  in  these  terms. 
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The  over-riding  fact  of  our  times  is  that  the  world 
is  being  transformed  by  revolution — social,  political, 
moral,  technological.  The  question  now  for  Friends 
is,  “What  is  our  response  to  a world  caught  up  in 
revoiution?” 

One  Young  Friend  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  char- 
acterized early  Quakers  as  “people  who  made  a 
way  of  life  out  of  sticking  their  necks  out.”  Early 
Friends  were  where  the  action  was.  Are  Friends 
today  where  the  action  is?  Somehow,  I believe. 
Friends  must  help  find  ways  to  enable  significant 
numbers  of  the  new  20th  Century  company  of  the 
committed — the  healing  antibodies  of  a sick  society 
— to  be  where  the  action  is,  freed  to  take  up  urgent 
new  life-affirming  vocations. 

How  might  Friends  get  on  about  so  great  and 
important  a task?  Here  is  one  suggestion; 

A little  simple  arithmetic  will  show  that  American 
Quakers  contributed  individually  through  their  fed- 
eral taxes  at  least  50  million  dollars  each  year  to 
the  military,  and  it  may  well  be  as  much  as  100 
million  dollars  or  more.  (The  total  annual  budget  of 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  is  less  than 
one-fifth  that  much — less  than  our  nation  now  spends 
each  hour  for  military  purposes.)  This  is  not  to  be- 
labour our  involvement  or  our  guilt,  but  only  to  re- 
mind us  that  we  are  involved,  and  to  note  the  extent 
of  just  our  financial  involvement,  which  in  the  end 
may  be  one  of  the  less  damaging  forms  of  our 
complicity. 

Now  of  course  most  of  us  are  compelled  to  pay 
our  taxes,  or  so  it  seems  to  us,  and  we  see  no 
clear  way  of  disentangling  ourselves.  But  there  is 
a biblical  injunction  about  what  one  should  do  when 
compelled  by  another  to  go  with  him  one  mile.  We 
are  told  to  go  voluntarily  and  gladly  a second  mile. 

What  do  you  suppose  would  happen  if  each  of  us 
gladly  invested  in  peacebuilding  as  much  each  year 
as  we  so  willingly  invest  in  warmaking?  Invested 
not  in  abstract  polemics  and  symbolic  acts,  not  in 
more  meetings  about  peace,  but  invested  in  people 
doing  the  work  of  peacebuilding  in  our  own  com- 
munities and  around  the  world.  What  would  happen 
if  we  re-ordered  our  lives  to  free  that  amount  of 
money  or  an  equivalent  amount  of  our  time  and 
energy  so  that  Friends  might  be  where  the  action  is? 

First  of  all,  I suspect  the  explosion  of  spiritual 
power  among  Friends  and  in  our  Meetings  could 
scarcely  be  contained.  For  if  Friends  in  numbers 
were  gladly  matching  what  they  pay  with  such 
heavy  hearts  to  national  warmaking  in  such  a 
“second-mile  tax,”  the  energy  which  might  be  re- 
leased and  the  sense  of  community  which  might 
be  built  in  our  Meetings  would,  I believe,  surprise 
us  ail. 

Second,  Friends  might  rediscover  the  testimony 
of  simplicity  in  their  lives  and  what  it  might  mean — 
what  it  must  mean — in  20th  century  America.  To 
center  down  and  revalue  our  time  and  energy  and 
material  resources  as  this  requires  might  well  give 
new  clarity  and  direction  to  our  lives. 

Third,  we  might  find  an  alternative  to  the  frustra- 
tion and  despair  which  weighs  so  heavily  on  Friends 
today,  and  which  is  corroding  and  compromising 
so  many  of  our  individual  and  corporate  relation- 
ships. We  desperately  need  something  to  affirm, 
something  to  say  ‘yes”  to,  something  which  embod- 
ies hope  and  opens  new  ways  to  ourselves,  our 
religious  society,  and  the  larger  society  in  which 
it  is  involved. 

Fourth,  our  protestations  and  our  resistance  to 
what  we  find  unconscionable  and  appalling  in  our 
national  and  world  society  might  well  take  on  new 
vigor  and  meaning.  Protest  we  must,  when  silence 
is  betrayal  of  v»?hat  we  believe,  but  protest  can  have 


no  inner  leverage  without  some  firm  foothold  on  the 
solid  ground  of  affirmation. 

Finally,  a thought  or  two  about  mechanics.  Ob- 
viously, such  a step  as  paying  a matching  tax  for 
peacebuilding  must  be  considered  and  taken  by  an 
individual  family  working  in  unity — as  a family  pro- 
ject, if  you  will.  It  is  not  a corporate  decision  for  a 
Meeting.  But  once  individual  families  are  clear  in 
their  intent,  there  are  many  exciting  possibilities 
in  how  they  might  join  together  to  carry  out  their 
purpose. 

When  several  families  or  more  in  a Meeting  have 
taken  such  action,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  a Meet- 
ing as  a whole  might  assume  responsibility.  Perhaps 
a “Friends  Enabling  Fund”  might  be  set  up  in  each 
such  Meeting  to  receive  such  money  or  investments 
of  time  and  energy.  This  fund  of  money  and  time 
and  energy  might  then  be  used  to  free  Friends,  or 
perhaps  other  particular  individuals  known  to  the 
Meeting,  to  commit  all  or  significant  amounts  of 
their  time  to  help  build  the  institutions  of  local, 
national,  and  world  community  in  which  peace  can 
grow.  Perhaps  there  would  also  need  to  be  Friends 
Enabling  Funds  set  up  beyond  the  circles  of  indi- 
vidual Meetings  to  free  individuals  for  tasks  in 
wider  communities. 

Many  other  details  and  related  ideas  might  be 
suggested,  but  perhaps  this  is  enough  to  present 
the  basic  idea.  It  may  be  an  impractical  possibility. 
Nothing  seems  so  hard  as  to  change  our  life  style — 
the  things  we  take  for  granted  each  day.  Friends 
may  not  see  how  they  can  do  so  much.  But  perhaps 
the  real  question  is,  “Can  Friends  do  less?” 

Shall  Friends  see  what  love  can  be  enabled  to  do 
through  our  re-ordered  lives? 

ALAN  STRAIN 
Palo  Alto  Meeting 

THE  QUARTERLY  MEETINGS 

NEW  MEXICO  QUARTERLY  MEETING  last  Octo- 
ber 22  was  held  in  Las  Vegas  Meeting  House.  Al- 
buquerque and  Santa  Fe  Meetings  particularly  re- 
ported significant  growth  in  attendance,  both  fam- 
ilies and  students.  Stuart  Innerst’s  talk  on  “China 
Today”  was  sponsored  in  all  three  communities 
with  good  response.  Plans  are  underway  in  Santa 
Fe  to  setablish  the  “Olive  Rush  Memorial  Studio” 
with  permanent  exhibition  of  her  paintings  and  an 
art  library,  to  b eopen  to  the  public. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  heard  reports  on  the  World 
Conference  by  Marian  Hoge  and  on  Yearly  Meeting 
by  Virginia  Johnson  ....  There  was  discussion  of 
support  that  meetings  are  going  to  be  willing  to  give 
members  who  take  a stand  of  conscience  on  the 
war;  are  members  prepared  to  identify  with  members 
of  the  Phoenix  crew  and  stand  behind  them  in  their 
prosecution?  There  is  a need  for  public  support  of 
the  CO’s.  Santa  Fe  Meeting  has  decided  that  this 
is  more  effectively  handled  by  individuals.  Albu- 
querque is  moving  in  the  direction  of  a draft  coun- 
selling committee  — Including  working  with  high 
school  students  was  suggested.  These  matters  were 
referred  to  the  Meetings  for  further  consideration. 

MARIE  ANDREW 
Recording  Clerk 

COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEETING,  held 
October  21-22  at  Monte  Toyon  conference  grounds, 
convened  its  77th  session  in  the  evening  after  a 
family  sing.  The  treasurer  reported  that  the  QM 
pledge  of  $3,000  to  Phil  Drath  had  all  been  paid 
to  him,  though  receipts  for  the  fund  had  not  yet 
been  in  that  amount.  Reports  were  heard  from  John 
Woolman  School,  the  World  Conference,  and  the 
Friends  World  Committee. 
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On  plans  for  PYM  1968  it  was  noted  that  the 
Children’s  Program  (Palo  Alto  Meeting’s  charge) 
was  not  yet  staffed,  and  volunteers  were  wanted. 
The  Permanent  Site  Committee  wants  back  their 
questionnaires  (see  July-Aug.  issue  Friends  BuSie- 
tin). 

Sunday  morning  sessions  centered  on  first,  the 
Social  Order  Committee:  concerned  that  Quakers 
are  predominantly  white,  middle  class  — what 
might  be  done  to  broaden  the  racial  and  class  com- 
position of  our  meetings:  Delta  Meeting  was  asked 
to  consider  this  particularly.  Next,  the  Religious 
Education  Committee  mentioned  their  study  of  the 
idea  of  hiring  a PYM  religious  education  expert.  The 
Peace  Committee  brought  three  recommendations: 
completing  the  QM  financial  obligation  to  Phil  Drath; 
that  the  Peace  Committee  hold  a conference  for 
Friends  (all  kinds)  on  the  Draft;  and  that  the  QM 
adopt  their  statement  on  draft  resistance.  The  Ses- 
sion approved  the  first  two  recommendationns  but 
did  not  agree  on  adopting  the  third;  it  did  approve 
individual  sponsorship  of  the  statement  and  the 
distribution  of  it  to  resisters  in  jail,  and  to  the  Chan- 
cellors and  Regents  of  the  University  of  Caiifornia. 

Sessions  heard  the  reports  from  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ings and  asked  for  up-to-date  rosters  of  each  Meet- 
ing to  be  prepared. 

Meeting  for  Worship  and  lunch  concluded  the 
Quarterly  Meeting. 

FROM  THE  MINUTES 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  QUARTERLY  MEETING 
met  November  12  at  La  Jolla  Meeting  House.  Month- 
ly Meetings  reported  sponsoring  peace  vigils  in  var- 
ious places;  many  now  have  CO  counsellors,  and 
others  are  visiting  COs  in  prisons.  The  QM  session 
called  a thrashing  session  for  December  16  in  Santa 
Monica  Meeting  House  to  prepare  for  difficult  times 
ahead  resulting  from  support  of  the  peace  testimony. 

Within  the  Quarter  $1,000  has  been  collected  for 
PYM’s  contribution  to  medical  aid  for  Vietnam. 

A procedure  book  for  the  QM  is  being  prepared 
by  Frances  Woodson,  carrying  on  work  started  by 
John  Ullman  . . . Brief  reports  were  heard  from  Pa- 
cific Ackworth  School  and  on  the  AFSC  Southeast 
Asia  Conference  in  Los  Angeles  in  October  — SRO 
with  1200  participants. 

Phil  Wells  told  of  his  family’s  trip  to  two  Quaker 
International  seminars  last  summer:  the  first,  35 
young  people  from  30  countries  in  Hungary,  with 
notable  enthusiasm  and  ability  to  find  similarities; 
the  second,  a diplomats’  conference  in  Switzerland, 
taking  longer  to  warm  up  but  coming  to  mutual 
understanding  in  the  end. 

MIRIAM  K.  SWIFT 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 
I thoroughly  enjoyed  the  article  by  Sam  Lindley 
published  in  your  issue  of  November  1967.  Curiously 
enough,  I too  just  returned  from  the  Orient  where 
I spent  one  month  in  the  seclusion  of  a Zen  Budd- 
hist temple  cell,  reading,  taking  notes,  writing,  and 
at  least  three  hours  daily  in  meditation  in  a neigh- 
boring Zendo,  a special  meditation  hall  for  students 
“in  earnest.”  I had  two  meagre  meals  a day,  and 
no  social  contacts  whatsoever.  I returned  to  Mexi- 
co lighter  in  body  weight,  but  with  some  gains  in 
other  ways.  Certain  I am  of  one  thing,  and  that  is 
that  the  last  ounce  of  fear  of  death  has  been  knocked 
out  of  me,  death  and  birth  having  become  sisters. 

As  far  as  meditation  is  concerned,  the  West  (and 
this  must  include  the  Quakers)  has  yet  much  to  learn 


from  the  East.  To  me  constructive  daliy  meditation 
is  both  an  art  and  a science,  a process  in  which 
both  heart  and  head  play  their  parts,  and  which  can 
actually  lead  to  the  discovery  of  that  “inner  light” 
about  which  Friends  talk  so  much.  (See  “Intellectual 
Bankruptcy  and  Religious  Solvency,”  by  Scott  Crow, 
Friends  Journal,  November  15).  In  other  words, 
what  I am  trying  to  talk  about  goes  beyond  our  typi- 
cal Sunday  morning  hour  of  worship. 

Sam  Lindley  has  done  a good  job  in  spite  of 
some  “technical”  omissions.  But  then  who  can 
write  a book  in  two  small  pages?  But  one  important 
point  we  must  be  clear  about:  that  true  meditation 
is  approached,  even  in  a Zen  Buddhist  temple,  in 
a spirit  of  love,  nay,  compassion,  in  a mood  of  com- 
plete self-lessness.  The  late  D.  T.  Suzuki,  the  great- 
est Zen  exponent  of  Japan,  stated  that  “love  (uni- 
versal love)  is  the  foundation  of  everything.” 

Although  the  practice  of  meditation  involves  cer- 
tain fundamental  rules,  it  can  be  individualized. 
Each  person,  seriously  in  the  work,  learns  through 
experience  what  is  best  for  him  or  her. 

It  must  be  said  that  I arrived  at  somev,/hat  differ- 
ent results  than  Sam  Lindley.  He  returned  from  his 
search  a better  Christian,  whereas  I came  back 
neither  a Christian  nor  a Buddhist.  I feel,  however, 
that  my  understanding  of  a “centralized  cosmic 
principle”  (otherwise  known  as  God)  has  been 
deepened.  I now  look  upon  “The  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,”  the  heart  of  the  living  words  of  the  Naza- 
rene,  the  Bhagavad-Gita  of  India,  the  Tao-te-Ching 
of  China  and  the  basic  root  teachinngs  of  Gautama 
with  equal  respect.  To  me  they  all  harmonize  in  one 
great  celestial  song. 

I don’t  know  what  kind  of  a Friend  that  makes  of 
me.  All  I know  is  that  I have  succeeded  in  abandon- 
ing all  forms,  and  that  in  order  to  continue  to  grow 
in  spiritual  development  I will  have  to  have  the 
courage  to  kick  my  little  ego  in  the  face  and  thus 
slowly  reach  that  state  of  self-lessness  on  which 
both  Gautama  and  Jesus  place  so  much  emphasis — 
unless  we  first  die  unto  ourselves,  we  shall  never 
experience  the  true  life.  An  existence  of  somnambu- 
lism is  not  enough. 

HUGO  van  ARX 

Mexico  City  Meeting 


1967  QUAKER  YOUTH  PILGRIMAGE 

From  the  past  we  exploded 
And  with  much  ado 
Were  caught  together  as  in  a net 
One,  a unit 

And  our  hearts  enchanted 
And  our  souls  enflamed 
Emerged, 

Aware  and  with  our  grey-green  eyes 
Focused  on  the  brimming  unknoivn  hills 
Knowing 

That  though  we’d  walked 
The  God  strewn  paths  before 
Forever  would  ive  wander 
In  search  of  that  omnipotence. 

From  the  final  Minute 
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NOTES  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BmTHS 

To  MEL  and  AMY  ACHESON  (Pima),  a son  on 
October  1. 

To  ROBERT  and  MARGARET  AUBLE  KELLER 
(Paio  Alto),  a son,  Paul,  on  October  2. 

MARR3AGE 

WILLIAM  ASHWORTH  and  MELODY  JAMES  under 
the  care  of  Eastside  Meeting,  October  29. 

DEATHS 

ATALOA  of  Santa  Fe  Meeting  on  November  11. 
Before  long  illness  “she  had  been  active  in  many 
affairs  of  Santa  Fe  and  the  Meeting,  giving  unstint- 
ingly  of  her  energy  and  talents.  First  in  her  heart 
was  the  work  with  Indian  youth.” 

ELLEN  MARSHALL  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  aged 
89,  on  November  16. 

LAWRENCE  GRANGER  of  Delta  Meeting  on  De- 
cember 10.  “Retired  from  a full  life  as  missionary, 
minister  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  prison 
and  correctional  school  chaplain,  he  and  his  wife 
Marie  were  intending  to  ask  for  membership,  and 
we  were  counting  on  his  strength  and  thoughtful 
faith.  Retired — but  living  a full  life  with  zest  and 
joy  . . . gusto  is  the  word  for  the  way  he  lived,  and 
with  it  went  a spirit  of  warm  kindliness  and  a capac- 
ity to  hear  others  that  have  made  his  brief  time 
with  us  something  permanent  and  precious  in  our 
Meeting.” 

NEWS  OF  FRIENDS 

CALVIN  and  GRACE  COPE  carried  on  extensive 
Friendly  visitation  in  the  east  last  summer — Meetings, 
Schools.  Calvin  added  to  his  slide  series  “Quakers 
Today”  which  already  includes  slides  from  England, 
Europe,  India,  Pakistan  and  Japan. 

JOHN  DORLAND  has  completed  an  “Early  History 
of  Pacific  Southwest  Office  of  American  Friends 
Service  Committee.” 

FROM  THE  MEETINGS 

Questions  being  pondered  by  Friends  include: 
Transfer  of  membership  (La  Jolla);  “Membership 
has  two  phases,  that  of  affection,  which  cannot  be 
transferred,  and  may  be  allowed  to  continue  after 
a Friend  has  moved  to  a new  Meeting:  and  the  mem- 
bership of  responsibility  to  the  Meeting  where  one 
lives,  which  is  transferable.”  ....  How  to  deal  with 
problems  arising  out  of  the  war  and  resistance  to 
war  (Meetings  of  Southern  California  Quarter)  . . . . 
The  negro  belief  that  despite  the  law  they  are  still 
second-class  citizens,  not  accepted  as  human  be- 


ings (University)  ....  Friends — adult.  Young,  and 
Junior — and  the  culture  of  today;  marriage,  lang- 
uage, drugs,  social  behaviour  (Meetings  of  Pacific 
NW  Quarter)  ....  Unity  and  Unanimity  in  a Friends 
Meeting  (Honolulu)  ....  Open  M and  O sessions 
on  the  good  health  of  the  Meeting  (Claremont)  . . . . 
The  role  and  responsibility  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
(Multnomah). 

FROM  THE  SCHOOLS 

JOHN  WOOLMAN  has  62  students  this  year,  in- 
cluding 20  Friends  and  10  “friends-of-Friends.”  A 
Farm  Manager  who  also  teaches  biology  has  been 
added  to  the  staff,  a number  of  students  have  farm 
projects  under  way.  French  has  been  added,  the 
Community  Service  program  has  been  expanded. 
A residence  for  Bob  and  Marilyn  Heilman  (Business 
Managers)  and  some  additional  student  housing 
units  are  being  built.  Students  are  helping  with  con- 
struction. Encounter  groups  have  helped  to  get 
feelings  out  in  the  open  and  dealt  with.  John  Wool- 
man  and  Grass  Valley  Meeting  are  holding  joint 
Meetings  for  Worship  on  a trial  basis.  The  School 
would  be  glad  of  the  offer  of  interest  free  loans 
from  individuals  to  reduce  Bank  of  America  loan. 

PACIFIC  ACKWORTH  has  the  largest  enrollment 
in  its  history;  it  has  started  a mid-week  morning 
meeting  for  worship  for  students  and  parents. 

ARGENTA  has  been  accepted  by  California  Se- 
lective Service  for  alternative  service,  and  Arnold 
and  Mira  Porter  joined  the  staff.  The  basement  of 
the  meeting  house  has  been  enclosed  for  an  art 
room  and  student  lounge — a dirt  floor  for  the  pres- 
ent. The  urgent  necessity  for  this  year  is  to  com- 
plete a student  home  (which  got  a real  boost  in 
foundation  work  last  summer)  and  find  a couple  to 
live  in  it  as  houseparents.  They  hope  to  complete  it 
with  volunteer  labor  but  need  money  for  materials. 
Books  for  the  library  are  welcome:  it  is  heipful  to 
send  a list  of  those  available  and  let  the  school 
check  those  wanted. 

FROM  ALL  QUARTERS 

The  report  of  the  Fourth  Friends  World  Conference, 

covering  a wide  range  of  the  activities  and  with 
photographs,  ($1.50  postpaid  with  a study  guide 
available  on  request)  and  the  Conference  Message 
and  the  Resolutions  approved  by  the  Conference 
(separate  leaflet,  no  charge)  are  to  be  ready  for 
distribution  after  January  1 from  Friends  World  Com- 
mittee, 152-A  N.  15th  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102, 
and  Midwest  Office,  FWC,  203  South  East  St.,  Plain- 
field,  IN  46168  (Single  copies  of  the  report  will  be 
mailed  free  to  participants  in  both  the  Conference 
and  the  Greensboro  Gathering.) 
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